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Quote of the Quarter:  
“Owning horses is the best way to turn money into muck”—Andrew Winterton 

Message from the Chair 
Hello Everyone, 
This is my very last Chair’s bit! I have been on our B&D Committee for ten years 
and now it’s time for a change –do I hear a sigh of relief? 
Some of you may know that I have a new horse. I have kept him quiet but feel 
ready to tell you all about him. His name is Jack, he is five, brown, 16.2, very 
handsome and an ex racehorse! Yes I know most of you will think I’m com-
pletely bonkers! After a year without a horsey companion I acquired him sud-
denly, he raced (very badly) at Towcester on a Sunday and by Monday after-
noon he was in my yard. I believe in fate and decided to work with him and see 
what happened.  With enormous help from Nicci Phelps (thank you) I have 
spent the last six months quietly changing his life and he has not put a foot 
wrong, he is an absolute pleasure. My plan is to work steadily through the win-
ter then start some rallies and hopefully a walk and trot test in the spring – 
watch this space! 
I also now have two little granddaughters who are starting to take up lots of my 
time – I have been warned not to encourage the pony habit but I think it will 
happen naturally without me trying too hard. So between Jack and my family I 
will still have plenty to do with my time. 
We are also losing Nicky Walker and Helen Abraham from our committee. What 
can I say; they have both been there with me for so long. 
I met Nicky in 2004 at a newly formed “Intro” rally, her horse Joby wouldn’t box 
and I was terrified of my horse Bella! Our friendship started there and then and 
we haven’t looked back since. I was there when she broke her leg falling off 
Joby and she was there when I was kicked in the face by Bella. Nicky was re-
sponsible for initiating and organising our Pontispool residential camp which has 
gone from strength to strength, she has been our club secretary for many years 
and I could not have done my job without her. THANK YOU Nicky. 
Helen has also been around a long time, always reliable, helpful and there 
when needed, her dry witty sense of humour has kept me going at many an 
awkward moment. THANK YOU too Helen. 
Nicky, Helen and I are leaving a thriving hardworking committee; I have no 
doubt that they will all do a splendid job without us. Good Luck to our committee 
and THANK YOU to all 
of you for being there 
and working with me In 
the last ten years I 
have made some won-
derful friends, joined in 
with brilliant events 
and I have been so 
proud of all of you. 
From the new nervous 
member trotting over a 
pole to our Horse Tri-
als team winning the 
National Champion-
ships, I have been 
around to support and 
share your joy and excitement. There have been some sad futile times but luck-
ily they have been few and far between. I know only too well the love and care 
that we send each other in times of despair and this is what makes our club 
such a great thing to be part of. 
THANK YOU all for the last ten years. See you at a rally soon.   Zillah xxx 

Elementary 
Dressage to 
Music    

Well, I was over the moon; Jamie 
and I received a wild card for the 
Dressage to Music Championships 
at Bury Farm in Buckinghamshire.  
A wild card meant that even though 
I had not formally qualified I was 
invited to go and compete.  We 
arrived on the Thursday and went 
straight to the pub for a well de-
served meal and drink.  Friday 
morning came and Jamie and I got 
ready to strut our stuff.  He gave 
me a great ride; just a blip trying to 
avoid the clicking of the photogra-
pher which Jamie didn't like much . 

I was pleased to come out with a score of 67% which put us in 8th place. This 
was great news as it gave us the opportunity to get ready for the prize giving 
presentation. Once we 
had a moment I looked at 
my test sheet to notice I 
had missed a required 
movement out, so they 
scored a 0!  So I am now 
looking forward to next 
time where I can hopefully 
do it all again with all the 
correct movements in!. 
Andrea Cox 

Sorry for the Delay! 
As you might have noticed the December newsletter never arrived and in fact 
the March one is late too!!!!  So sorry to those of you who have missed it.   This 
newsletter is now a combination of December and newer items so that is why 
they might seem a bit out of date but we felt they were worth keeping especially 
Zillah’s last ever chair’s message!  Remember in this modern age the newslet-
ter need not be your bible as everything is posted on the website.  Unless 
someone else comes forward to take on the newsletter, there will not be any 
more! 

Taking over the reins! 
Hi Everyone!  I am Kate.  I have been on the committee for 3.5yrs doing lots 
of club activity.  My horse, Ben, and I now compete at Elementary / Medium 
BD.  I have had Ben 9 years and have brought him on since his racing days.   
I’d like to say a massive thank you to Zillah for all her hard work and contin-
ued support.   Since Zillah wrote her piece for the newsletter I am sad to say 
Sue Micklewright has also decided to stand down.  Thanks to her for all her 
hard work.  So, we have some new recruits I would like to welcome.  Terri 
Sweet has joined and agreed to be membership secretary.  As part of your 
membership you will remember you need to do 5 hours of help.  Please log 
these with Terri as she keeps track.   I’d also like to welcome Joy Smart as 
club secretary.  She has a big job to do keeping me and the rest of the com-
mittee in check...good luck Joy—you’ll need it.   
With my new role I have handed over some of my old responsibilities.  I’d like 
to thank Leanne Webber for taking on Eventers Challenge and Horse Trials 
teams, Charlotte Brains for taking on member show jumping and Sally Page 
who will lead camp for 2016.   
I am looking forward to my new challenge, please support me and the com-
mittee for a successful, fun and enjoyable 2015.  Please share all your ideas 
with us.  We want to make the club a success for you! 
Happy Riding Kate Nichols  



Winter Show Jumping  
Area 9 Qualifier—Summerhouse—2nd November 2014 
Dana & I arrived in good time to have passports checked, hats tagged and to 
course walk. The first round seemed up to height with lots of fillers. 
All the B&D teams were warming up as the showers forecast arrived, we got a 
good soaking! I was very nervous as the last time I went team jumping I was 
eliminated for jumping the wrong course. Tin took me round the course.  He 
really enjoys his jumping!  We had the last fence down, it was my fault but  
never mind we had survived. 
The course for the second round was different and I panicked.  Could I learn 
another course? As I was warming up another competitor was eliminated for 
jumping the wrong course so at least I wouldn't be the only forgetful one! Tin 
again jumped well with only one fence down. 
Thank you Noolie for a fun day out and your words of encouragement.   
Polly Fews 
The winter show jump qualifier is aimed at novice horses and/or riders so it is 
just a chance to go and have a fun day out.  The team training was held at the 
Avon Riding Centre in Bristol.  It is a great venue, so it is nice to be able to jump 
indoors when the autumn weather can be unpredictable.  This year’s training 
was led by Kate Scott.  As team manger, it is ideal if I can be there to oversee 
and pick my teams.  Unfortunately with my partner competing most Sundays on 
his motorbike, my trying to compete at the last few events of the season and a 
toddler to entertain, I must confess I was not able to be there for any of them.  
Therefore Kate was my eyes and ears and fed back to me after each session.   It 
was great this year to have new people coming forward and new horses.  Polly 
for example is our newest member and joined only a few weeks before the com-
pletion.  Emma Turner stepped in at the last minute with her new horse Chucky 
Pig.  Poor Sue Micklewright had to drop out last minute when her horse Archie 
was not sound.  So Emma was in.  I did not select Emma for the main team as 
Chucky Pig had never actually competed in a show jump competition before and 
we did not want to over face him; we had a few others with a few more miles on 
the clock.  How wrong was I, he jumped two beautiful rounds!  Chucky Pig, if that 
was your first competition you can be in all the teams from now on!  After the first 
round the B&D Kestrels were one of only 2 teams on 0, so it was looking good!  
Unfortunately a mix up with passports and poor Sam jumping the wrong fence 
saw dreams of qualifying fall by the wayside.  In the end the Hawks team were 
8th overall and Teresa got 9th individually. Well done everyone! Last mention of 
the day goes to Sue Meredith who was beautifully turned out and jumped well 
too.  Everyone else, you did a great job too!  We all dream of double clears, and 
don't get me wrong, they are nice but it is much more important to have fun with 
your club friends.  So come and join our teams. Noolie Gregory 
The teams were: 
B&D Hawks 
Cheryl Wilcox, Tokenbow Rippling 
Red Velvet 
Michelle Hopton, Bond Puccini 
Fran Cawley, Ferdinand 
Emma Turner, Chucky Pig 
B&D Buzzards 
Sue Meredith, Boo Boo Boyaka-
sha 
Polly Fews, Cosack Surprise 
Rache Kuczaj, Joszka 
Dana Ewans, Sudest Island 
B&D Kestrels 
Sue Exell, Bilberry  
Sam Gibbs, Emilius 
Elaine Gibbs, V 
Teresa Ventimiglia, Cee Bee 

www.bdrc.org.uk 
Rally cancelled? Contact details? Qualifier dates? Have a look online at bdrc.org.uk.  We are also on Face-

book find us under "Berkeley& District Riding club"  Please ensure that any relevant facebook posts are also 
emailed to bdrc@hotmail.co.uk for circulation as not everyone “does” facebook! 

Winter Dressage  
Area 9 Qualifier—Summerhouse—9th Nov 2014 
Wow what a day, my first competition as team dressage manager!   
I arrived at 8am with Joy by my side.  Luckily I had been to Summerhouse 
and therefore knew the setup relatively well. Unfortunately the day before 
we suffered rather horrendous weather, which had in turn made the warm 
up arena very wet and deep in a lot of places. However all the teams 
ploughed through and produced some cracking results, under very harsh 
judging. Julie Hayward was very disappointed coming out of her test, but 
still managed 66.9% and coming 6th in her arena.  The day continued to 
run very well.  Bex Guest who produced an amazing score of 72.5% com-
ing 2nd in her arena.  The star of the day was definitely Helen James, 
73.7% and 1st, amazing. A special thank you goes to Justine Jackman for 
stepping in as reserve at very short notice.  You produced a lovely test. 
Unfortunately there were some amazing horses and riders and we didn't 
qualify, I was extremely proud of every single team member and thank you 
all for making my first competition so enjoyable.  Lucy Baggs 
The teams were: 
Egg-butts    Grackles 
Sam Gibbs-Emilius   Sarah Couzens-Sandskier 
Laura Nelmes-Home Farm Lily  Andrea Cox-Dav 
Helen James-Schav Tanzerin  Justine Jackman-Master McCoy 
Teresa Ventimiglia-Cee Bee  Bex Guest-Nord Est Des Ifs 
Pelhams  
Julie Hayward-Buddy Boy II 
Sue Portch-Newzflash 
Sarah Webber-Bonetta 
Alex Mason-Bonsaii 

Intermediate Dressage  
Sunday 1st March Summerhouse 
Well done to all the ladies who represented the club at the Intermediate 
Dressage.  What can I say? You all did amazingly well. Congratulations to 
Joanne Dyer who has qualified for the Championship at Bury Farm.  
Joanne achieved a fantastic 1st place with 80.63% in Novice34. 
A big well done to Aimée Conlon who managed a 2nd place also in Novice 
34, Samantha Gibbs with a 2nd in Prelim 13, Dana Parry with a 2nd in 
Novice 28, Shanice Walton with a 5th in Novice 28 and Sue Portch coming 
6th in Novice 28 and also Laura Nelmes with a 6th in Prelim 13.  
The competition was very close, with three teams placed within the top ten. 
At first team two was placed equal 1st but ended up a very close 2nd as it 
came down to collective marks. We had hoped the top two teams would 
qualify but unfortunately this did not happen.  
A big well done to everyone and I look forward to the next competition. 
Lucy Baggs 
Berkeley 1    Berkeley 2-  
Susanne Humphris - Snow Patrol  Samantha Gibbs - Emilius  
Jackie Grose-Gentle Warrior  Shanice Walton-Verdict 
Joanna Dyer-Emerald Rose Tempest Aimee Conlon-Tricky Business 
Kate Nichols-Unsolicited  Andrea Cox-James Dee 
Berkeley 3-    Berkeley 4-  
Laura Nelmes - Home Farm Lily  Julie Hayward - Buddy Boy II  
Dana Parry-Who's Louie  Sue Portch-Newzflash 
Gemma Dunster-Estrellita VIII  Teresa Ventimiglia-Cee Bee 
Nicci Phelps-Hillcrest Nova Scotia Joy Smart-Peaches Blue Boy 

New Discount 
Pointings Saddlery Bath BA1 9BT 

www.pointings-saddlery.com 
Please show your membership card for a 10% discount.   

We will now accept cheques or Paypal to pay for all rallies. If 
you decide you would prefer to pay by paypal please can you 
add an additional £1 to your rally fee, before sending the 
money to bdrc@hotmail.co.uk. This is to cover Paypal’s 
charges.  Think of this as the same cost as a stamp and an 

envelope. Also in the notes section, please can you put your name and the date of the 
rally.  This will help us link the payment to the rally. Think of it like putting name and date of 
rally on the back of your cheques!! The same principle applies as before: 
1.Check with the rally organiser if there is a space on the rally 
2. Then inform the rally organiser whether you are going to send cheque or make payment by 
paypal.  



Furze Down Farm BS32 4LE   Thurs 14th May, Thurs 4th June, Thurs 2nd July 
Thurs 6th Aug. 6.30pm onward. £3 per round, Contact Charlotte Brains 07960 
891782 Lottie_kunz@yahoo.co.uk. Whether you just want to go over poles on 
the ground or jump 3ft plus come and join us.  

Flatwork —Kate Scott 
Date Venue Time 

Sun 22nd March Wislow Farm GL27AF 2 & 3pm 

Sun 19th April  Wislow Farm GL27AF 10 & 11am 

Contact Karen Gobey Cost £17 

Sun 17th May  Wislow Farm GL27AF 10 & 11am 

Sun 28th June  Wislow Farm GL27AF 2 & 3 pm 

Sun 12th July  Smith’s Acton Turnville GL9 1HB 10 & 11am 

Sun 31st May Smith’s Acton Turnville GL9 1HB 10 & 11am 

Intro Di Sealey 
Date Venue Time 

Sat 11th April Billow Farm GL13 9HF  10, 11am & 12pm 

Sun 26th April  Billow Farm  GL13 9HF  10, 11am & 12pm 

Sat 9th May Billow Farm  GL13 9HF  10, 11am & 12pm 

Sat 23rd May Billow Farm  GL13 9HF  10, 11am & 12pm 

Sun 7th June Billow Farm  GL13 9HF  10, 11am & 12pm 

Sat 20th June Billow Farm  GL13 9HF  10, 11am & 12pm 

Contact Sally Page Cost £17 

Show Jumping —Debbie Hill 

Date Venue Time 

Fri 1st May Summerhouse GL2 2RG 10 & 11am  

Fri 5th June Summerhouse GL2 2RG 10 & 11am  

Contact Jackie Grose Cost £22 

Safety Measure—Could all members ensure that when you attend rallies or other events that you either have on you or leave with the or-
ganiser/instructor  a contact number and any relevant medical information, so that in the event of an accident we can contact family or 

friends.  Riders will be required to wear a body protector at ALL cross country rallies. 

Members Showjumping 

Rally Cheques to: 
Jo Webley —19 Viburnum Rd, Almondsbury, Bristol, BS32 4DH—Tel and email on back page 
Jackie Grose—2 Woodgrove Rd, Henbury, Bristol, BS10 7RE, 07502 129302-jackie.grose@aol.com 
Karen Gobey—6 John Bevan Close, Uplands, Stroud, GL5 1UL, 07789072870, Karengobey@yahoo.co.uk 
Nicki Davies, 25 Meadow Vale, Cam GL11 6HQ nicki_r_davies@hotmail.com 07733108479 
Sue Micklewright Byres Water, Frampton Upon Severn, GL2 7EQ Tel and email on back page 
Sally Page—Firing Close Farm, Wickwar, Wotton-Under-Edge GL12 8PE 07917 619023  
sallyapage@adpgroupltd.com 
Dee Hargreaves 5 Brookcoat Drive, Littlestoke, Bristol BS34 6LG 07954 074047 
d.hargreaves@googlemail.com 
Terri Sweet—24 Hill Burn, Henleaze, Bristol, BS9 4RH Tel and email on back page 

Cross Country —Rachel Sheldon 
Date Venue Time 

Sun 29th March Manor Farm GL2 3SL  2.30pm 2 hrs 

Sat 23rd May  Hollisters  BS376JY 2.30pm 2 hrs 

Sun 1st June Manor Farm GL2 3SL  2.30pm 2 hrs 

Contact Nicki Davies Cost £30 

Forthcoming Events 
Date Details Locations Contact 

22nd March Eventers Challenge Wickstead  Leanne Webber 

19th April Combined Training Rabson Manor Linda Eadie 

6th June B&D ODE 
Helpers Needed!!! 

West Littleton Michelle Hopton 

6th June Dressage to Music Burrows Court Lucy Baggs 

28th June  Horse Trials West Wilts Leanne Webber 

5th July  Show/Style Jumping Leyland Court  

12th July Dressage Rabson Manor Lucy Baggs 

Flatwork/ Jumping—Helen James 
Date Venue Time 

Wed 8th April Hollow Farm GL2 3SG 6.00 m 1.5hrs 

Wed 13th May Hollow Farm GL2 3SG  6.00 m 1.5hrs 

Contact: Sue Micklewright Cost £17.50 

Wed 10th June Hollow Farm GL2 3SG  6.00 m 1.5hrs 

Wed 15th July Hollow Farm GL2 3SG  6.00 m 1.5hrs 

Show Jumping —Rachel Sheldon 

Date Venue Time 

Tues 31st March  Rachael Yard Tumpy GL11 5HZ  6 & 7pm 

Tues 14th April Smith’s Acton Turnville GL9 1HB 11am & 12 

Tues 28th April Rachael Yard Tumpy GL11 5HZ  6 & 7pm 

Tues 12th May Smith’s Acton Turnville GL9 1HB 11am & 12 

Tues 26th May Rachael Yard Tumpy GL11 5HZ  6 & 7pm 

Tues 9th June Smith’s Acton Turnville GL9 1HB 11am & 12 

Tues 23rd June Rachael Yard Tumpy GL11 5HZ  6 & 7pm 

Tues 7th July Smith’s Acton Turnville GL9 1HB 11am & 12 

Tues 21st July Rachael Yard Tumpy GL11 5HZ  6 & 7pm 

Contact Jo Webley Cost £15 

Flat/Jumping: Tom Buckland 
Date Venue Time 

Wed 20th May Billow Farm  GL13 9HF  11 &12 

Wed 3rd June Billow Farm  GL13 9HF  11 &12 

Contact  Dee Hargreaves Cost £18 

Wed 17th June Billow Farm  GL13 9HF  11 &12 

Wed 25th March Billow Farm GL13 9HF  11 &12 

Wed 22nd April Billow Farm  GL13 9HF  11 &12 

Wed 6th May Billow Farm  GL13 9HF  11 &12 

Wed 1st July Billow Farm  GL13 9HF  11 &12 

Wed 15th July Billow Farm  GL13 9HF  11 &12 

Jumping—Kate Scott  
Date Venue Time 

Sat 4th April Rectory Farm GL6 7JW 4&5 pm 

Thurs 23rd May Rectory Farm GL6 7JW 4&5 pm 

Contact: Terri Sweet Cost £22 

Sat 13th June Rectory Farm GL6 7JW 4&5 pm 

Booking a Rally: For all rallies, please send your name, tel no., a list of rallies and post dated 
cheques (made payable to B&DRC with details on the back of each separate cheque) to the organis-
ers.  Or you can pay by PayPal adding an extra £1 to the cost and add your names and rally date to 
the notes section.  Places will not be guaranteed unless payment has been received at least one 
week before the rally date.  Insufficient places booked one week before will result in the rally being 
cancelled.  Cancellations must be received at least one week prior to the rally; payments will be 
taken unless places can be filled.  



10% Discount at—Pointings Saddlery, Pinkers, Stroud Saddlery and TCS (membership card needed) 

Online discounts at NAF 

ᶲ President Mrs M MacDonald ᶲ Vice President Anne Brown 01454 60446 falfield@hotmail.com 

Chair Kate Nichols 07789 722116 mkatenichols@aol.com 

Secretary Joy Smart 07801 551658  joysmart@smartrain.co.uk  

Treasurer Michelle Hopton 07768 323577 mhopton@deloitte.co.uk 

Membership Terri Sweet 07917 374937 terrisweet12@gmail.com 

Committee  Noolie Gregory 07960 009481 noolie.gregory@astrazeneca.com 

Website/Rallies Jo Webley  07970783814  joanna.webley@gmail.com 

Committee Members and Contact Details 

First Aid Training  
Back in November on a very wet and windy Saturday we held an Equine Specific First 
Aid Training Day for 12 of our committee, rally organisers and team managers. Our idea 
is to have people on site at B&D events who would be able to cope with an accident, 
assess the situation, administer first aid and get further help if needed. 
The day was run by army trained paramedic Aled Roberts from Medi-k Training. Aled’s 
no nonsense approach to basic first aid was fascinating. Dealing with an injured rider 
wearing hat and back protector lying in mud is incredibly difficult but we were shown how 
to use what we have around us without the luxury of a clean first aid kit. 
Aled likes to run his training sessions out in the stable yard or field but due to the awful 
weather on the day we stayed warm and dry inside, just imagining working on an uneven 
wet surface far away from anyone. We must have looked very strange rolling around on 
my sitting room floor with our hats and back protectors on but it did the job. At the end of 
the session we all felt far more confident in the event of being first on the scene at an 
accident and we all hope that we don’t need to put our new skills into practice.   We are planning to run more of these courses open to all our members in the 
New Year and I can highly recommend it!  Zillah Savage 

Team Quest  
What an exciting summer of dressage I had last year, with my pony Alfie. It all began in Dec 2013 
when I saw details of Team Quest. I'd always wanted to compete at a 'prestigious' Championship, but 
thought that my geriatric plus square pony combination was way below the qualifying criteria ! "Not so" 
said B.D." It's designed for people like you, to encourage new riders in dressage and most impor-
tantly .....have fun. 
Each team is made up of a minimum of 3 riders, up to a maximum of 4. Reserve riders are registered 
to so if an existing team rider is unable to compete or a horse goes lame, the team manager calls on a 
reserve to fill in. A rider can choose to ride at either Intro, Prelim or Novice.  
So, I asked some friends if they would be interested, and our team Veni Vidi Vici was born ! We 
came .....we saw ....and we hoped to conquer ! 
We had many highs with great scores and even coming 3rd after a 200 mile round trip to Bicton. We 
must have been bonkers, but our team pulled together and we earned ourselves more valuable points.  
It was inevitable there would be lows.....harsh scores......horses rearing, riders getting bucked off and 
horrendous weather...But our team never envisaged the tragic loss of one of our team ponies - very, 
very sad.  Unbelievably another team horse passed away just before Christmas.   Hopefully both riders 
will remember the happy times......... 
Our team comprised mixed abilities both in horse/pony and rider which was great. Each individ-
ual combination did the team proud.  When competing at TQ venues it really was so exiting 
waiting in anticipation, watching scores go up and trying to add up team scores in your head. As 

the results were called at the end of the day, all 
teams were congratulated, even if they came last. 
The atmosphere was brilliant and personally I 
made lots of new friends, sharing tea and cake 
and chatting about the Team Quest experience.  
The competition though, wasn't flawless and there 
were a lot of 'shenanigans' going on. B.D in all 
fairness didn't expect the huge volume of team 
entries and as a result of constructive comments 
from riders, vowed to change some of the rules 
for 2015.  So, this year TQ should be even better! 
Team riders: 
Zoe Daniell on Highcliffs Alfie 
Sue Portch on Newzflash 
Fiona Hunt on Miss Congeniality ll 
Lyn Davidson on Condie Phlox (who passed 
away before Xmas) 
Lou Morgan on Bam Bam & Freckles 
Reserves: 
Clare Morgan, Elaine Gibbs, Kelly Philby, Maggie Paull, Claire Tal-
bot and finally Mo Lewis who was my FIRST team member and 
really supported the team with calling after losing her horse to colic 3 
days after competing for the team. 
I think we came a very respectable 13th /or 14th overall out of the 
U.K  Zoe Daniels 

www.bdrc.org.uk 
Emails– Please let bdrc@hotmail.co.uk have 

your most up to date email address as we 
often send out updates by email.  If you 

have anything to share please email it to us 
for onward circulation.  

Newsletter Deadline 
Please send your items/articles to 

bdrc@hotmail.co.uk with any photos. The 
deadline for production of the next  

newsletter is 25th April 


